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THE IOWA HOMEMAKER 3 
"Take Life Lightly" • • • 
By Geri:rude Hendriks Says This Soui:h African Coed 
M ARIE E. STEYN, Potchefstroom, South Africa, is another Iowa 
State coed who has come a lon g 
way to school. By special arrangement 
with the National ComJ · 
cil of Parenta 1 Educa-
tion, from which she ha s 
fl sc holarship, she will 
stud y here for a yea r in 
addition to Jw r summer 
term work. 
T ..ast summer Mrs. 
Stcyn came to Towa 
State College to study 
child care. Already she 
had had work at Mer-
rill-Palm er in Detroit, 
and at the University 
of Towa, since leaving a 
gir ls' school in far-of'f 
Potchefstroom, South 
Africa, where she wa s 
principal. 
nomi(' s, but includes English, Dutch, Ger-
man , music, dramatics, physical tmining, 
and world events. 
AftCJ' Mrs. Steyn ha s finished this year 
at Iowa State ancl be-
fore she returns to her 
c-wn country, she will 
stud? in Amsterdam, 
Holland, and observe 
girls' education in Lon-
don, Sweden, ancl Dt>n-
mal'lc 
Students at J o w a 
State take life 1·cry ser -
iously, it appears to 
Mrs. Steyn. She is ac-
customed to the South 
African students, wh o 
nre clla1·acterized by 
their happy, cm·e-frec 
temperaments, attribut-
ed often to the delight-
fully sunny climate. 
There are many summer· 
>md winter sports, al-
t hough there ne1·er is 
snow. 
The National Counci l 
of Parental Education 
assigned her to tho U ni -
,·ersity of Toronto for 
study, but Mrs. Stcyn 
stayed at Toronto just 
10 clays . Then by 
Marie Steyn 
''Our students work 
l1ard. Indeed, they have 
special anangement she ca me hack to 
Iowa State for a full yea r. 
Jots to do - but they 
ilon 't take life ,·ery seriously. College 
life is considered not only as the time for 
acquiring knowledge, but a grand op-
portunity for social functions, and aboYC 
all, a time fo1· plenty of fun," says Mrs. 
Steyn. There is a great deal of inter-
collegiate life, particularly sports, de-
bates and social functions. 
When questioned about the Iowa State 
problem-this rut of seriousness- she 
suggested, ''Take life lightly. Enjoy 
every minute of it to tho maximum.'' 
In discussing social r elations, Mrs. 
Steyn says that young people of South 
Africa clo not confine their companion-
ship tc- one girl or one man. But ''elates'' 
arc really parties-entertainment is done 
in little crowds. Ancl if the standards of 
South Africa helcl in these United States, 
according to Mrs. Steyn, every farmer 
(that includes every "Ag") would be 
married-and men t eachers would be 
bachelors. For a fam ily's instructions to 
tho daughters are, "Never marry a 
teacher if you can many a farmer.'' 
'rho rank of the farmer is different 
there. Fanner·s are the aristocrats of the 
country. In their hands are the govern-
mental 1·eins. 'rhey have no manual labors 
to do-natives do those in 1·etnrn for 
Janel assignments. Their life is more or 
loss one of leisure. 
l<'arms in South Africa are really es-
tates-800 morgans, which is 2,000 acres, 
makes only a small farm. Each farm has 
(Contiu1ted on JJage 15) \'Vhen asked the reason for her return, 
Mrs. Steyn said, "Tow a State College of-
fer& more wo1·k that will help mo. It 
offers more than the psychology of tho 
child ; it offers the physical, nutritional 
and other set-nps with homo economics 
background. All this tits in with my 
specific needs.'' 
Wander Into Woolworth's • • • 
She will go back to South Africa in 
1934 to introduce child care into high 
schools, rural co mmunities, and especially 
into ''house craft'' schools. 
''House craft'' schools are something 
now to us in the United States. Mrs. 
Steyn, in explaining them, says they 
grew directly out of the desire for inte-
gration of education into life. It is 
customary in South Africa for a large 
percen,t,.age of girls to proceed fr101n 
l'llral schools to high schools. Vvithin a 
few yem·s after they retum to their 1·mal 
homes, the majority get married, and 
their education in algebra, geometry, 
Latin and such subj ects seems to be <l 
useless expenditme ·of time and money. 
''House craft'' schools, started for 
girls who had finished the first eigh t 
grades, ha1•e the specifi c pmpose of as-
sisting girls who have no intention of 
entering a vocation or profession to pre-
pare for marriage and family life. Tho 
curriculum is based mainly on home eco-
F OR the infinitesimal sum of 10 cents, just what you would pay for two 
packages of gum, you can buy an 
unlimited number of things to make yo ur 
hom e or room a more interesting and 
livable place. 
But you can't expect to go into Wool-
worth's and come out with an arm load 
of attractive articles with which to doc-
orate. You have to wander in again 
ancl again ancl come out many time empty 
handed. For those charming little pieces 
that aclcl so much to your hom e arc not 
as a rulo the dim e store 's usual stock. 
Many times they arc worth a great cleal 
more than the price charged for them 
lJccauso the store was able to pick up a 
bargain and is using it as a load to get 
people into the store. 
Perhaps you say, '' vVhen I go into 
\Voolworth 's I see such a conglomera-
tion of things; they all look like junk.'' 
vVoll, n. good many of them are junk 
By Dorot:hy BurneH 
But if you are lucky the first time, or 
if you go in enough times, you will run 
across something that is just what you 
have been wanting, although, perhaps, 
you clidn 't quite know it. 
'l'he main thing is to avoid over dec-
orated articles. The cheap, highly dec-
orated ornament is sm·e to be a monstros-
ity when you get it home. Ancl be sure 
to get something that is pleasing in line 
and color. Simple as they are, tho r eel 
and white polka-clot cup aJJd saucer that 
so many vVoolworth stores carried last 
winter are Yery lovely. 
Generally speaking, don't buy imita-
tions. For often they look like nothing 
so much as imitations. Don't let the 
fact that something is an imitation deter 
you, however, if it really is something 
worth while. A hob nail glass is a hob 
nail glass an d can be made just as well 
today as many ye:n s ago. Tf you like it, 
buy it. 
